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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Dear Members of the CACS: 

As we move inexorably through this national election cycle which began nearly one year ago and 
promises to continue into November, we are inundated with sound bites, tweets, and comments by the 
candidates. Thankfully the number of candidates has pared down to the two likely contenders who will 
continue to strategize and respond to each other’s rhetoric through November 04. Both the nominees 
have a lot of baggage: one is a political insider who claims she is beholden to no one, though has received 
hundreds of thousands of dollars from wall street speaking engagements, and the other is a purported 
business ―genius‖ who will deport 11 million illegal immigrants, ban Muslims from entering the country (except the new 
mayor of London), and continue to malign women as the campaign progresses. 

We in cosmetic surgery are fighting our own political battles, and in response to a continuous onslaught of false 
information put out by our competitors, are forced to defend our right of free speech to educate our patients about our 
education, training, experience and expertise. In state after state, bills are being introduced to prevent any non-ABMS 
board member from even mentioning his or her training and certification. The reality is that is it nearly impossible to join 
the ABMS today, and there are numerous boards that are not members, such as the American Board of Pediatric 
Neurosurgery. The other argument is that only ACGME fellowships should be recognized and that no other fellowship is 
valid (see recent article in PRS journal defining ―practicing out of one’s scope of practice‖). In fact, fellowship programs 

in many specialties including plastic surgery and cosmetic surgery are not ACGME-
accredited due to reasons too numerous to mention here, but are legitimate and 
excellent training programs.  

 

We are mobilizing and organizing our strategies to educate the public as to why the 
AACS is the one organization devoted to the training and continuing education of 
cosmetic surgeons and why we must be allowed to advertise our credentials. We 
are facing a larger and better-funded foe, but we are determined to continue our 
efforts and with all of your help, we will be successful! Here’s wishing everyone a 
successful and educational end of summer as we wade through the national political 
debacle while continuing to promote and defend our own valid agenda. 

 
 
 
 
Michael Schwartz, MD 
CACS President 2015-2016 
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AMERICAN BOARD OF COSMETIC SURGERY OPPOSES LEGISLATION THAT RESTRICTS 
PATIENT CHOICE 
The American Board of Cosmetic Surgery stands against discriminatory legislation 
Reprinted with permission from the ABCS 

In a landscape of special interest legislation, a problematic trend is appearing in the world of medicine. A series of state-level legislative 
efforts are attempting to limit the ability of qualified physicians to advertise their services and credentials—under the pretense of 
truthful advertising and patient safety. 

Recent proposals have been introduced that manipulate healthcare transparency campaigns and discriminate against physicians who 
received fellowship training and certification from boards that are not recognized by the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) 
and American Osteopathic Association (AOA) —two private organizations without government oversight that do not represent the full 
and growing diversity of medical specialties. 

Why it Matters: Patients Have a Right to Accurate Information 
These bills aim to stop qualified physicians from accurately advertising their credentials and experience, simply because they are not 
recognized by certain private organizations with no governmental authority—and the results could be disastrous for patient safety. 

"The American Board of Medical Specialties is presented as the sole healthcare authority, but it is not," explains American Board of 
Cosmetic Surgery president, Dr. Jacob Haiavy. "Truth in advertising is being dictated by their stamp of approval, but this isn't a valid 
basis for legislation." 

Unfortunately, there are physicians who perform cosmetic surgery without pursuing the proper education, training, and experience. 
The U.S. has no cosmetic surgery residency programs and there are no ABMS-recognized boards that certify physicians in the 
subspecialty of cosmetic surgery. That is why the American Board of Cosmetic Surgery is so important: it is the only board that 
exclusively tests and certifies physicians solely in the subspecialty of cosmetic surgery.  

Diplomates of the American Board of Cosmetic Surgery come from a variety of surgical backgrounds, have prior board certification, and 
underwent extensive fellowship training and examination solely in cosmetic surgery. Although many surgical residencies incorporate 
some aspect of cosmetic surgery in their training, ABCS diplomates must complete a post-residency fellowship that is more 
comprehensive and focused solely in cosmetic surgery. Yet, under the proposed bills, these highly trained cosmetic surgeons would be 
forbidden from advertising their added board certification in certain states. 

Consistent with national healthcare organizations' credentialing standards, patients should consider a physician's education, training, 
experience, and proven competence with respect to their healthcare needs. Preventing patient access to this information by 
anticompetitive or other improper means directly jeopardizes their safety. It hinders their ability to make an informed decision and 
confuses patients about which physicians have obtained adequate education, training, and experience. 

"It is extremely unfortunate that these organizations are working on behalf of private interest groups rather than simply ensuring the 
public has access to safe health care," states Dr. Haiavy. "Recent legislation is particularly troublesome because the general public does 
not necessarily know that the ABMS is not federally mandated to uphold safety and ethics in healthcare." 

These Restrictions are Unlawful 
There are multiple medical and surgical specialties that are legitimate and essential but not recognized by the ABMS, such as American 
Board of Pediatric Neurosurgery or American Board of Spine Surgery—a fact that is supported by the American Medical Association, 
whose policy on "Board Certification and Discrimination" opposes discrimination against a physician based solely on lack of ABMS or 
AOA certification. 

These proposed bills also directly violate independent specialty boards' rights to commercial free speech under the First Amendment and 
Fourth Amendment rights to due process and equal protection.  

"It is concerning to see legislation that both violates American Medical Association policy and protects the interests of only a small 
portion of the medical community rather than patients," Dr. Haiavy states. "The American Board of Cosmetic Surgery and many other 
non-ABMS boards are dedicated to protecting the safety of the public." 

About American Board of Cosmetic Surgery (ABCS): The ABCS is the only board dedicated exclusively to excellence in cosmetic 
surgery. For over 30 years, the ABCS has demonstrated the highest standards of training, knowledge, and expertise in cosmetic surgery, 
in addition to promoting safe and ethical practice. Learn more about the ABCS online at www.americanboardcosmeticsurgery.org 
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CACS’ 18th ANNUAL MEETING 
Join the CACS for Superior Education & Distinguished Speakers 

Speakers: Red Alinsod, MD Mike Nayak, MD 

 Andre Berger, MD Angela O’Mara 

 Martin Braun, MD Gabriel Patino, MD 

 Angelo Cuzalina, MD Victoria Samper 

 Jason Emer, MD Michael Schwartz, MD 

 Jacob Haiavy, MD Robert Shumway, MD 

 Jeffrey Klein, MD Walter Tom, MD 

 Todd Malan, MD John Valencia 

 Dan Lensink, MD Edward Zimmerman, MD 

 David Mashhadian, MD 

 More speakers to be added soon  
 

Fee: $795.00 CACS members (before Oct 1) 

  

 Complimentary to Residents & Fellows 

 

 $895.00 ASOCP members (before Oct 1) 

 

 $1,095.00 non-members (before Oct 1) 

 

Includes: Access to all sessions  

 17 CME credits available 

 Access to exhibit hall 

 Breakfasts, breaks & lunches 

 Friday Night Reception 

  

More info & REGISTER at 
www.calcosmeticsurgery.org 
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JOIN THE CACS 
We would like to invite you to become a member of our new and fast growing community of medical professionals. 

Consider some of the reasons to JOIN the CACS: 

• Discounted Fees to all CACS CME Education: Significant member discounts are available on all of our live surgery workshops 
and Annual Scientific Meeting. Your member discount for the Annual Scientific Meeting and one live surgery workshop is 
enough to recoup the cost of your membership dues! 

• Online Member Directory: The CACS' Find a Surgeon member directory is an online search engine used by patients to find a 
qualified CACS doctor for their cosmetic surgery needs. As a member, you'll be listed by name, primary practice, contact 
information and a link to your website. CACS members use the directory to network and connect with other members. 

• Equivalency: This past year the CACS, ABCS and our lobbyists continued working hard to update our application for 
equivalency to California Medical Board. This application is now complete and reflects the ABCS’s new standards that 
meet and exceed all current ACGME training criteria. The next two years are a crucial time as our application is being 
submitted now and will meet heavy resistance from our competitors who are actively and inaccurately trying to thwart our 
efforts to practice our specialty with the recognition we deserve.  

• Lobbying Efforts: We are actively lobbying our state legislators and medical board members in order to educate them about our 
specialty. We are engaged in an active campaign to educate them and the public about our superior education, training, 
expertise and experience as cosmetic surgeons, which is important for every one of us.  

• Discounted rates with industry vendors for CACS Members ONLY 

• Subscription to THE VOICE, a quarterly newsletter about CACS events and cosmetic surgery issues 

• Certificate of Membership 

We are absolutely sure that becoming a member of the CACS will help elevate your practice to New Heights! 

JOIN NOW at www.calcosmeticsurgery.org, SURGEONS: JOIN US, Join CACS 

Please let us know if you have any questions at 858-876-6339 or info@calcosmeticsurgery.org for personalized assistance. 

Michael Schwartz, MD          Antoine Hanna, MD             Walter Tom, MD 
President                              Director, Membership          President Elect 

 

A PAST MEMBER? Renew Today at www.calcosmeticsurgery.org 
SURGEONS: JOIN US, MyCACS Log In 
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The ABCS and CACS have been working together with our Lobbyist to submit a robust application for equivalency for the past 
year.  The application was submitted in December of 2015.  The California Medical Board (CMB) has conducted their initial 
review and has asked for some additional information, which we have been providing. 

The ABCS has made significant changes to make sure that this application is successful.  At this point we need your support by 
submitting letters to the CMB from the following:  

1. Leaders in the field, specifically leaders involved in academia. 
2. Practitioners in other fields or specialties that may know you and your field and are supportive. 
3. All ABCS diplomats and CACS members should write letters of support to the medical board requesting approval of the 
application. 

 

Some of you may think to yourself, ―Why should I support this cause?  I am not board certified‖. 

The reason you should support this whole-heartedly is because the ABCS stands for the cosmetic surgery specialty as a whole.  Our 
opponents are running a nationwide campaign to legislate that only board certified plastic surgeons should be allowed to practice 
cosmetic surgery.  Fortunately, with a lot of effort and teamwork we were able to oppose such a bill in California, but these same 
restrictive bills are being considered in 10 different states this year. 

 

If your passion and specialty is cosmetic surgery, you need to support the ABCS’s application for equivalency.  We have provided a 
template for the letter of support that can be used by you or your colleagues.  You are welcome to modify and personalize this 
template.  We appreciate your support. 

SUPPORT FOR THE ABCS APPLICATION FOR EQUIVALENCY 

June ##, 2016 

Curtis Worden 
Chief of Licensing 
Medical Board of California 
Sacramento, CA 95815 
 
 RE: Support for Equivalency—American Board of Cosmetic Surgery 
 
Dear Mr. Worden, 
 
 As a long standing member of the medical community, I recognize the need to provide patients with the highest standard of 
care. In an effort to promote and encourage the safest and most ethical practice of a unique specialty known as Cosmetic Surgery, I 
would like to offer my support for the American Board of Cosmetic Surgery’s (ABCS) application for speciality board equivalency 
with the Medical Board of California. Based on my experience with the highly skilled surgeons who work in this arena, I believe the 
ABCS demonstrates clear equivalency to, and in several instances well exceeds, the requirements for certification by comparable 
member boards of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS). 

 

 Since 1979, the American Board of Cosmetic Surgery (ABCS) has strived to serve the public by promoting the safe and 
ethical practice of Cosmetic Surgery. The ABCS fills an essential need by ensuring proficiency and competency in Cosmetic Surgery 
for physicians dedicated exclusively to the specialty. Building on the foundation of a primary board residency program, the ABCS 
works in conjunction with the American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery (AACS) and its comprehensive clinical fellowship program 
to offer a valuable option of additional training, education, and experience. The final step toward ABCS specialty certification is 
determined by a process of peer review and standardized examination. 

 

 In my review of the extensive training methods and standards required to become certified through ABCS, I believe these 
surgeons demonstrate a high level of skill and expertise in this specialty focus area. ABCS surgeons offer an exclusive, specialized 
level of care to their patients and deserve appropriate recognition for their commitment to the speciality. For these reasons, I 
encourage your approval of the ABCS application for specialty board equivalency. 



 

PLEDGED AMOUNT 

MONTHLY 

 

☐ $50 per month   ☐ $75 per month  ☐ $100 per month 

☐ 1 YEAR    ☐ 2 YEARS   ☐ 3 YEARS 

 

OR LUMP SUM 

☐ PLATINUM ($5,000)  ☐ GOLD ($2,500)  ☐ SILVER ($2,000)   

☐ BRONZE ($1,000)  ☐ PATRON ($500)  ☐ CONTRIBUTOR ($250)  

 

☐ ONE PAYMENT   ☐ AMORTIZED OVER     MONTHS  

☐ AMORTIZED OVER     YEARS (MAXIMUM 2 YEARS) 

 

PAYMENT METHOD 

CHECK (PAYABLE TO CACS)    AMEX VISA  MC          

 

PRINT NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD         

 

CARD#            EXP   

 

 

MAIL      FAX   EMAIL 

674 VIA DE LA VALLE, STE 214 (858) 824-1112 INFO@CALCOSMETICSURGERY.ORG 

SOLANA BEACH, CA 92075 

EQUIVALENCY FUND CONTRIBUTION FORM 
DR. NAME:              

 

EMAIL:              

 2016 EQUIVALENCY DONORS 

Platinum ($5,000—$2,501) Silver ($2,000—$1,001)  Bronze ($1,000-$501) 
Celia Remy, MD   Nga Dang, MD   Quita Lopez, MD 
Michael Schwartz, MD  Maria Lombardo, DO 
     Talaksoon Khademi, MD  Patron ($500-$251) 
Gold ($2,500—$2,001)  Michael Morrissette, MD  Kathy Gohar, MD 
Mona Alqulai, MD   Antoine Hanna, MD  Ronald Kolegroff, MD 
     Abraham Tzadik, MD 
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Cosmetic surgical societies are created to foster collegiality, promote education and advocate quality patient care.  Unfortunately, 
because of an adversarial group that is ―turf‖ and ―money‖ oriented, cosmetic surgeons find themselves as targets to false media 
representation, local restrictions of privileges and attempts to legislate restraint of trade.   

We can cry ―foul‖ but it does us little good unless we carry our message to legislators, hospital boards, the media and public.  Yet 
we cosmetic surgeons are represented by a multitude of small societies that cannot effectuate the change we desire.  This situation 
is aggravated by the large war chest amassed by the adversarial society.  

There are two noteworthy cosmetic surgical societies; the California Academy of Cosmetic Surgery (CACS) and the American 
Society of Cosmetic Physicians (ASOCP) that may be able to collaborate to the benefit of all cosmetic surgeons and physicians.    

The American Society of Cosmetic Physicians (ASOCP) is a national society comprised of cosmetic surgeons and physicians.  The 
ASOCP furthers the tenet; ―cosmetic surgical education without barriers.‖  The annual meetings are lively and the CME hands on 
workshops offer a unique learning opportunity to learn and improve cosmetic surgical skills.   

The California Academy of Cosmetic Surgery (CACS) represents cosmetic surgeons and physicians of the state of California.  
(There are non-California members.)  The CACS offers strong educational annual meetings and provides the only source of 
political advocacy at the state legislature and California Medical Board.   California holds special national significance in any 
legislated policies. 

The strengths of the ASOCP are the 1) Hands on CME workshops, 2) Annual Meeting and the 3) the Administrative Infrastructure 
to market 1) and 2).  The strengths of the CACS are the 1) Aptitude/Qualifications of its membership, 2) Annual Meeting and 3) 
It’s mission to politically advocate for all cosmetic surgeons.     

COLLABORATION OF COSMETIC PHYSICIAN SOCIETIES 
By Walter Tom, MD, FACS— President Elect, CACS & Board of Advisors, ASOCP 

(San Francisco, CA)  On April 29, 2016, the Institute for Medical Quality (IMQ) was officially recognized as a national accrediting 
organization for ambulatory surgical centers (ASCs) that participate in the Medicare or Medicaid programs. This approval by the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) came following a comprehensive review process to ensure that IMQ’s 
Standards of Accreditation meet or exceed Medicare’s Conditions for Coverage. 

―Our physician surveyors are highly experienced in systems that promote optimal patient care.  We are pleased that CMS 
recognizes our expertise and profound commitment to patient safety and high quality care," said Neal Shorstein, MD, Chair of the 
Ambulatory Accreditation Program. 

During the approval process, CMS reviewed IMQ’s standards of accreditation; procedures for training, monitoring, and 
evaluating surveyors; complaint procedure; and decision-making processes for accreditation. In addition to reviewing IMQ 
documentation, CMS visited IMQ Offices and conducted an observation survey as part of its comprehensive evaluation. 

Over the years, many procedures that traditionally were performed in hospitals have shifted to less costly outpatient ambulatory 
surgery centers. Experts predict that outpatient surgeries will grow by nearly 20 percent within a decade. IMQ’s accreditation 
process ensures that ASCs serving Medicare or Medicaid beneficiaries meet all the conditions set forth in regulation to ensure 
quality. 

IMQ understands the unique attributes of ambulatory care settings because most of the organization’s surveyors are actively 
practicing physicians. IMQ believes that its peer-to-peer methodology greatly increases the value of the accreditation process 
because IMQ surveyors understand how an ASC’s regulatory compliance activities directly impact patient outcomes. 
Accreditation benefits patients and doctors alike. For patients, accreditation demonstrates their doctors’ dedication to the highest 
standards of care. For doctors, accreditation strengthens the systems that underlie quality care. Organizations choose IMQ as their 
accrediting entity because of its pragmatic program, unparalleled customer service, easier application process, quick turnaround, 
and commitment to eliminating process barriers. 

IMQ IS GRANTED DEEMING AUTHORITY FOR ASCs BY CMS 



 

DONATE TO A CACS PAC  TODAY 

The CA Academy of Cosmetic Surgeons Small Contributor PAC – donations of $200 from any one 
person or entity per year. This is a good option for those who want to help in a modest way.   

The ―reward‖ for those organizations that work hard to raise lots of small contributions 
from many donors is the ability to contribute double the ordinary limits 

to selected candidates or officeholders.  

The CA Academy of Cosmetic Surgeons PAC – donations of $500, $1,000, $2,500,  
$5,000, $6,000 and $10,000 or higher 

These two new entities enable the CACS to promote our agendas, and educate our legislators  
and the public about our educations, training, expertise, experience and 

commitment to the welfare of our patients.  
 

If you have any questions, you may contact Dr. Michael Schwartz at  
(626) 793-5134 or drmichaelschwartz@gmail.com. 

 

DONATE TODAY at www.calcosmeticsurgery.org, ABOUT CACS,  
Legislative & Politicial Action Committees  
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Interested in Becoming an Expert Reviewer? 

If you are actively practicing in California and interested in becoming an expert reviewer, 
applications are accepted continously. The Medical Board of California established its Expert 

Reviewer Program in July 1994 as an impartial and professional means to support the 
investigation and enforcement functions of the Board. Experts assist the Board by providing 
reviews and opinions on Board cases and conducting professional competency examinations, 

medical and psychiatric evaluations. 

The Board is currently looking specifically for experts in the following specialities: addiction 
medicine with added certification in family medicine or internal medicine or psychiatry; 

dermatology; family medicine; midwife reviewer; neurological surgery; neurology; ob/gyn; 
pathology; pain medicine; plastic surgery; psychiatry; surgery; urology. 

Actively practicing physicians from all other specialities not listed above  
are also welcome to apply and participate in the review process.  

For more information regarding compensation and how to apply,  
please visit: www.mbc.ca.gov/enforcement/expertreviewer/ 



 



674 Via de la Valle, Ste 214 
Solana Beach, CA  92075 
(858) 876-6339  Fax (858) 824-1112 
info@calcosmeticsurgery.org 
www.calcosmeticsurgery.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

September 7-11, 2016 
ASOCP • Omni Scottsdale - Scottsale, AZ 
www.cosmeticphysicians.org 
 

September 16-18, 2016 
CALDERM • La Costa - Carlsbad, CA 
www.calderm.org 
 

October 6-8, 2016 
AAFPRS • Nashville, TN 
www.aafprs.org 
 
October 28-30, 2016 
CACS • The Island Resort - Newport Beach, CA 
www.calcosmeticsurgery.org 
 
November 10-13, 2016 
ASDS • New Orleans, LA 
www.asds.net 
 
February 9-11, 2017 

AACS • Manchester Grand Hyatt - San Diego, CA 
www.cosmeticsurgery.org 

February 16-19, 2017 

CSFPS • Resort at Squaw Creek - Lake Tahoe, CA 
www.csfps.org 
 
March 3-7, 2017 

AAD • Orlando, FL 
www.aad.com 
 
March 20-24, 2017 

Maui Derm • Grand Wailea - Maui, HI 
www.mauiderm.com 
 
April 5-9, 2017 

ASLMS • San Diego, CA 
www.aslms.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016-2017 INDUSTRY EVENTS 


