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It is with a great sense of 

responsibility that I take the 

office of the President of the 

board of trustees of the California 

Academy of Cosmetic Surgery. I 

look forward to serving the CACS 

and my fellow Cosmetic Surgeons 

as we continue to position the 

CACS and its members as the 

gold standard in patient care and 

continuing education. 

I would also like to thank the 

CACS members for choosing me 

to serve as President. It has been 

my pleasure to serve the last three 

years on the Board and I hope to 

live up to the expectations.

The 2017 CACS Annual 

Symposium in early November 

was a tremendous success! I 

enjoyed meeting and talking with 

many of you in Newport.  

Thank you to our over 100 

attendees, 24 industry vendors 

and 24 great speakers. We are 

already planning for next year’s 

20thAnnual Symposium to be held 

at the Loews Hollywood Hotel 

from October 26-28, 2018 and 

are anticipating even more 

growth and excellent educational 

opportunities.  We welcome any 

input you may have on what you 

would like to see at our future 

conferences.

We are working to schedule two 

educational workshops this year: 

A breast course with Dr. Haiavy 

and a fat grafting course with Dr. 

Tom.  Details will be forthcoming 

and we anticipate great 

attendance and phenomenal live 

demonstrations and surgery.  

As we look forward to the future 

of this year’s Academy, we are 

seeing our membership growing 

and have a goal to surpass 175 this 

year.  We encourage all current 

members to reach out to their 

colleagues and promote new 

membership. As with all things… 

there is strength in numbers!

There are many tasks before 

us this year that the Board of 

Trustees will be addressing.  

The most urgent involves are 

continuing application before the 

California Medical Board seeking 

Specialty Recognition. We have 

a timeline in place and will be 

reaching out to all of our members 

to help with letters of support 

from professional colleagues 

and patients. We will also be 

providing materials to assist our 

members in contacting their local 

State officials to educate them 

on our value in the community 

and our fight for recognition. If 

you have not already done so, 

please contribute to the “Specialty 

Recognition Fund”. All of the 

Board Members have donated 

and the proposed budget for the 

process has not yet been met.  

Any, and all, funds are appreciated 

and needed. 

Again, I am honored to be your 

representative this year and I look 

forward to working closely with 

the Board of Trustees and to hear 

from all of you!

Maria Lombardo, DO
President, California Academy 
of Cosmetic Surgery
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ANNUAL MEETING

THANK YOU
TO OUR 2017 EXHIBITORS

THANK YOU TO THE REST OF OUR FACULTY

The California Academy of Cosmetic 

Surgery’s 19th Annual Meeting in 

November 2017 was very successful.  

The symposium brought 24  

distinguished national and international 

speakers and more than 120 participants. 

The speakers came from Arizona, Florida, 

Iowa, Idaho, Nevada, Tennessee, Texas 

and of course California.

Practice management topics covered 

marketing, lawsuit protection and 

prevention and managing competition. 

During the body segment, Dr. Kerr spoke 

about the liposuction of the knees, calves 

and ankles and Dr. Kolegraff present 

how to add vein theraphy to a cosmetic 

practice.  Dr. Walter Tom and Dr. Andre 

Berger performed live demonstrations 

of micro-ionized fat grafting and instant 

lifting with absorbable sutures.   

Dr. Robert Goldberg spoke about the 

role of micro ptosis surgery in controlling 

tarsal platform show and the pearls 

and pitfalls of aesthetic blepharoplasty. 

Dr. Nease presentations included non-

surgical options and complete surgical 

facial rejuvenation. In the breast segment, 

Dr. Wilbur Hah spoke about a stepwise 

guide for optimizing capsulorrhahpy 

and Dr. Jacob Haiavy spoke about the 

treatment of capsular contracture with 

the latest recommendations for invasive 

and non-invasive procedures. Dr. Edward 

Zimmerman spoke about large volume 

fat grafting to the breast and butt and 

provided an update on the ManShot.

The participants included many 

experienced cosmetic surgeons, resulting  

in a high level of interchange of 

knowledge and collegiality. We had our 

lobbyist John Valencia talk about the 

importance of advocacy for our specialty.

Aerolase
Bovie Medical
Celluma
Crystal Clear Digital Marketing
Cynosure
Eclipse Loupes
Healeon Medical, Inc.
MEDI-KHAN Inc.
MedPro Group

Dr. Patrick Bitter, Jr.
Mark Johnson
Dr. Greg Keller
April Linden
Dr. Quita Lopez
Dr. Babak Moeinolmolki
Dr. Lawrence Moy

PatientPop
Perigee Medical
SoftFil Micro-Cannulas
The Professional Image
TouchMD
Tulip Medical Products
United Medical Credit
ULTRALIGHT OPTICS Inc.
Wells Johnson Company

Angela O’Mara
Larry Oxenham
Dr. Celia Remy
Dr. Michael Schwartz
Dr. Kenneth Steinsapir
Dr. John Vartanian
Dr. Zhi Zeng





P5

• Certificate of Membership

• CME credit for all CACS Education

• Use of the CACS logo

• Social Media

• Updates on Upcoming Events

• Discount on all CACS Education

• Online Member Directory: The CACS’ Find a 
 Surgeon member directory is an online search   
 engine use by patients to find a qualified CACS  
 doctor for their cosmetic surgery needs. As a 
 member, you’ll be listed by name, primary practice,  
 contact information and a link to your website. 
 CACS members use the directory to network and  
 connect with other members.

• Complimentary subscription to CACS’ 
 newsletter: The Voice

• Lobbying Efforts: We are actively lobbying our  
 state legislators and medical board members in  
 order to educate them about our specialty. We 
 are engaged in an active campaign to educate   
 them and the public about our superior education,  
 training, expertise and experience as cosmetic   
 surgeons, which is important to for the public, our  
 patients and every one of us. 

FELLOW
(MD, DO, DDS, DMD) - $500

AFFILIATE
(NP, PA, RN, Aesthetician, Patient Coordinator 

& Practice Administrator) - $200

RESIDENT
FREE Annual Dues

MEMBERSHIP
CATEGORIES

JOIN TODAY calcosmeticsurgery.org/membership

• Specialty Recognition: The application for 
 equivalency is in process and we are supplying 
 the CMB with all the necessary information to 
 recognize that our board is committed to the 
 highest level of education, training and 
 certification for advancement of public safety 
 in cosmetic surgery.  

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
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ADVANCED  
BREAST COURSE 

FAT 
GRAFTING

Jacob Haiavy, MD

Walter Tom, MD

MARCH 23-24, 2018

Rancho Cucamonga, CA

13.25 AMA PRA Category

1 CME Credits ™

$1,295 MEMBER
$1,395 ASOCP
$1,495 NON MEMBER
$650 RESIDENT
$600 AFFILIATE
Increase fee date as of March 19

JUNE 22, 2018

Santa Rosa, CA

9 AMA PRA Category

1 CME Credits ™

$895 MEMBER
$995 ASOCP
$1,095 NON MEMBER
$450 RESIDENT
$350 AFFILIATE
Increase fee date as of June 18

WORKSHOPS

REGISTER NOW
CALCOSMETICSURGERY.ORG/EDUCATION/LIVE WORKSHOPS 

LIVE SURGERY



P7

We submitted an application for recognition of the cosmetic surgery 

specialty and the American Board of Cosmetic Surgery in the latter part 

of 2015. The application has been in process and there have been several 

rounds of questions and answers. Despite the fact that the California 

Medical Board wants to get rid of the equivalency pathway altogether, 

Senator Hill of the Business and Professions Committee extended the 

pathway to December 2018 so we can complete our application process.

 

The next 12 months are crucial to the success of this application!  We 

are engaged in an active campaign to educate our state legislators, 

members of the California Medical Board and the public about our 

specialty and the extensive education, training and experience needed 

to be certified as a cosmetic surgeon. Recognizing the specialty of 

cosmetic surgery and the ABCS is important for the protection of the 

consumer, our patients and every one practicing this specialty. 

 

We need your help in this task.  Every one of you should become 

acquainted with your local legislators. You should contribute to their 

campaigns. You should invite them to see and understand your practice 

and your contribution to the community and your employees. All 

legislators like to hear from their constituents and supporters.

Our lobbyist and the CACS have 

developed guidelines for members  

to help build legislative alliances: 

• Do’s and Don’ts for meeting  

with your local legislator 

• Suggestions for proper etiquette 

and letter writing 

• Ways in which you can be 

influential and impactful with 

your legislator 

• Talking Points when meeting with 

Senators or Assemblymembers

We review the results of our 

lobbying efforts on a call every last 

Wednesday of the month. You are 

welcome to join us.  Contact the 

CACS at (858) 876-6339 or  

info@calcosmeticsurgery.org.

In addition, we need letters of 

support from every colleague, 

hospital or university centers you 

may be involved with and of course 

the vendors we buy from. Here is a 

list of what we will provide:

• Template for letter writing  

to the CMB 

• Template for Physician letter  

of support 

• Template for Patient letter  

of support 

• Templates for creating 

informative updates to your  

local legislators 

• Support for outreach efforts, 

education, guidelines, and 

planning.  

• In the following months the 

following actions will take place 

(current efforts): 

• Continued legal team/lobby 

efforts 

• Q4 2017, Hiring consultant 

to review CMB response to 

application, and supporting 

materials to answer questions 

posed by CMB 

• Q1-3 2018, Consultant and 

ABCS to create written 

responses to medical board, 

draft recommendations for 

public comment, and make final 

recommendations to response. 

• Oct –Nov 2018, CMB Hearing  

and Decision.



2017 DONORS
PLATINUM ($5,000+)

Jacob Haiavy, MD
Maria Lombardo, DO
Michael Schwartz, MD

Walter Tom, MD

GOLD ($2,500 - $4,999)
Ronald Kolegraff, MD

David Mashhadian, MD
Babak Moeinmolki, MD

Celia Remy, MD
Theodore Staahl, MD

PATRON ($500-$999)
Jagdev Heir, MD

Gabriel Patino, MD

CONTRIBUTOR ($250-$499)
Whitney Florin, MD
Robert Gramins, MD

Wilbur Hah, MD
Hamid Hajarian, MD
Michael Tachuk, MD

SILVER ($2,000-$2,499)
Leonardo Rasi, MD

BRONZE ($1,000-$1,999)
Nilesh Bhoot, MD

Lawrence Desjarlais, MD
Quita Lopez, MD
Andrew Ness, MD

Jeffrey Riopelle, MD
Hartej Uppal, MD

Maurice Sherman, MD
Lenore Sikorski, MD

Gul Zikria, MD

SPECIALTY RECOGNITION APPLICATION & EFFORTS FOR 2018
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BUDGET ESTIMATE $120,000

In addition,  
we need everyone to donate to the Specialty Recognition Fund.  

The entire board of trustees and many of our members have already  
donated between $1,500-$5,000 each. I invite you to take an active role  

in this important mission. 

$1,500 is equivalent to two and half vials of Botox. This will be our way of  
“detoxifying” the climate towards our specialty.  

We ask that you donate at least $1,500 (a lump sum contribution) or $125/month for the  
next year to this important cause. Make your contribution today by contacting the CACS  

Office at (858) 876-6339 or info@calcosmeticsurgery.org.

Only through our collective effort and lobbying will we be successful in this mission.



Learn more at 
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674 VIA DE LA VALLE SUITE 214
SOLANA BEACH, CA 92075


