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we need everyone’s contributions 

to reach that goal.  It is critical that 

we gain the right to tell our patients 

we are Cosmetic Surgeons!  Patient 

safety and clear communication 

is always foremost in our minds 

and practice.  The current situation 

in California doesn’t allow us to 

honestly discuss with our patients 

that we have the best education and 

experience to care for them…  The 

CACS has made it a priority to right 

this!

Please donate generously by using 

the form on page 5 or by logging 

into your member profile at www.

calcosmeticsurgery.org. 

I look forward to keeping you 

updated on our progress and I can’t 

wait to see all of you in November at 

the Annual Meeting!

Sincerely, 

Maria Lombardo, DO, FACOS

CACS President

Dear CACS members:

As we head into the second quarter 

of the year, there are lots of items to 

report on…

The CACS has planned three 

fantastic CME courses for this year. 

Don’t miss out on the upcoming 

educational opportunities…

• Dr. Celia Remy will be

hosting  “stem cells and regenerative

medicine for the cosmetic surgeon”

on August 17th

• Dr. Gabriel Patino will be hosting a

valuable “hands-on” trans-umbilical

(TUBA) breast augmentation surgery

course on September 18th and19th

• Dr. Michael Schwartz is scheduled

to be hosting a “high-def” Vaser™

liposuction course on October 12th

If you need CME’s, are looking to 

sharpen your skills or even expand 

into a new area of practice… 

these upcoming workshops can 

be invaluable!  Additionally, these 

courses offer the comradery that our 

organization, the CACS, is so known 

for.  

And speaking of CME’s… save the 

date for the CACS’21st Annual Meeting 

planned for November 1st-3rd at Hilton 

San Diego Bayfront.  Coming off 

last year’s amazing meeting we are 

looking forward to continued growth 

in attendance and sponsorship.  The 

roster of speakers is shaping up to be 

quite spectacular and a wide range of 

topics (surgical, non-surgical & practice 

management) will be covered.  Our 

vendor patronage is on track to be the 

biggest and most diverse ever.  And 

we are all really looking forward to 

having the meeting in an exciting, new 

location!

As all of you know, the CACS Board 

of Trustees is continuing the fight to 

achieve specialty equivalence in the 

State of California.  You should have 

received an email outlining the efforts 

to that end.  If you have not already 

donated this year to support this 

continuing effort, I ask that you do 

so immediately.  The members of the 

Board of Trustees have all donated and 

will soon be reaching out to members 

to garner further financial support.  The 

planned budget for the next several 

months is $80,000 - $100,000 and 
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MICHAEL SCHWARTZ, M
D

 CELIA REM
Y, M

D
REGISTER NOW

calcosmeticsurgery.org/Education/LiveWorkshops

GABRIEL PATINO, M
D

STEM CELLS & REGENERATIVE MEDICINE
August 17, 2019

Roseville, CA
9 AMA PRA Category
1 CME Credits ™

$895 Member
$995 ASOCP
$1,095 Non Member
$450 Resident/Fellow
$350 Affiliate

Increase fee after August 9

TRANSUMBILICAL BREAST AUGMENTATION
September 18 & 19, 2019

El Cerrito, CA
18 AMA PRA Category
1 CME Credits ™

$5,000 Member
$5,100 ASOCP
$5,250 Non Member
$2,500 Resident/Fellow

Increased fee after September 6

Limited to 5 participants – Hands-on OR experience with valid CA license

HIGH DEF LIPO
October 12, 2019

Pasadena, CA
9 AMA PRA Category
1 CME Credits ™

$895 Member
$995 ASOCP
$1,095 Non Member
$450 Resident/Fellow
$350 Affiliate

Increase fee after October 1

Limited to 6 participants – Hands-on OR experience with valid CA license
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We have been working with 

Monique Tapie, Managing Director 

of Triomphant Communications on 

the national level with the ABCS for 

about a year and have entered into 

a 3-month plan to specifically target 

California.  We have also retained 

Attorney Keri Axel to coordinate 

both prongs of the efforts 

mentioned.  The expected costs for 

this piece are about $30,000. 

Our initial goal is to fundraise to 

build a war chest of $100,000.  

The CACS Board of Trustees has 

committed both to contribute and 

to assist in fundraising efforts.  We 

need each of our members to 

contribute to the funding of these 

efforts.  Please donate online at  

or use the form in this newsletter 

and fax, email or mail to the CACS 

Office. 

We depend on all of your 

participation for success.  We will 

be keeping you up to date on the 

progress of our efforts and will be 

reaching out to every member of 

the CACS to answer questions and 

to request financial support.  Thank 

you in advance for your backing of 

these essential projects that benefit 

all of us.

We would like to provide an update 

on the status of our continued quest 

to achieve specialty recognition in the 

State of California.  We have decided 

to pursue a two-pronged approach.

We have been working with John 

Valencia as our Lobbyist with the 

law firm Wilke, Fleury, Hoffelt, Gould 

& Birney for a few years now and 

we have retained his firm to file a 

Writ of Mandamus to the Superior 

Court of California.  The purpose of 

the Writ is to appeal the decision of 

the California Medical Board.  The 

expected outcome is a reversal 

of the Board’s decision based on, 

among other things, the Board’s 

action being arbitrary and capricious, 

lacking in evidentiary support and in 

violation of legal requirements.  The 

Writ was filed on Monday, March 

18th.  We are anticipating a rough 

expenditure of $50,000 to see us 

through this process.  This amount 

does not include future appeals 

that may be necessary.  We have 

planned to take this one step at a 

time. Some of you have suggested 

that this approach mirrors the 2007 

failed attempt but I would remind 

everyone that the facts of the ABCS/

CACS application are substantially 

different this time and as the pathway 

to specialty recognition is no longer 

available to us, with no alternative 

identified by the State Legislature, we 

do not want to miss the opportunity 

to reverse the Medical Board’s 

decision.  Additionally, pursuing this 

appeal plays an important role in the 

second part of our plan.

The second approach is to work 

directly with the State Attorney 

General’s office to address the 

restriction of free trade issues currently 

in the wording of existing laws. 
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“The CACS is the only organization 

dedicated to advocacy for California 

Cosmetic Surgeons. The CACS 

Specialty Recognition Fund is a vital 

source of funding for this advocacy 

in support of its ongoing effort 

for Cosmetic Surgery Specialty 

Recognition. I understand the vital 

importance of this effort and support 

it whole heartedly. That’s why 

I  gratefully give to the fund, and ask 

that you join me and give to the fund 

as well.”  Andre Berger, MD

 “If you care about cosmetic surgery 

being  a recognized specialty and 

if you want to be able to state your 

truthful hard earned credentials you 

must contribute to this campaign. I 

personally have donated $5000 and 

the entire board of trustees as well 

as many of our diplomates in other 

states are donating to this fight for 

our freedom of speech and freedom 

to practice our trade. Think of this 

as your most important marketing 

campaign this year. Together we can 

succeed! The opposition would like 

to restrict both those freedoms and 

ultimately legislate you out of practice. 

Please protect your freedom and right 

to practice cosmetic surgery and 

donate however you can to our fight.”  

Jacob Haiavy, MD

“I am proudly donating to the Specialty 

Recognition Fund because I believe 

that our Specialty performs Cosmetic 

Surgery to as high and if not higher 

standard as any other specialty. 

Our training is diverse and deep, 

but not being officially recognized 

as a separate specialty we are the 

victims of territorial turf war. This is 

the first and most important step in 

establishing our own Training 

Program and 

Quality surveillance. Our detractors 

are well financed and are motivated 

by money only, and not by the 

progressing the scope and range of 

treatment of Cosmetic Surgery to 

help patients.” Andrew Ness, MD

“Why do I continue to support our 

Specialty Recognition fund? The 

CACS is still the only local advocate 

for advancing and protecting 

our ability to practice cosmetic 

medicine. Our detractors are real and 

determined to undermine our right to 

practice. Apathy is our downfall.  WE 

must be part of the solution. Please 

support the Specialty Recognition 

fund.”  Walter Tom, MD

Andrew Ness,
 M

D

Jacob Haiavy

, M
D

Andre Berger, 
M

D

Walter Tom, M
D
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MONTHLY

OR LUMP SUM
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Mona Alqulali, MD, PhD, FACOG, 
studied medicine at Indiana 

University School of Medicine 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. She 

received her doctorate of 
medicine in 1995 and served 
her residency at Indiana 
University School of Medicine. 

Dr. Alqulali is fellowship 
trained at Tulsa Surgical Arts 

and certified in obstetrics and 
gynecology by the American Board of 

Obstetrics and Gynecology.  She is a member of AACS, 
the American Society of Aesthetic Medicine, the American 
Urogynecologic Society, the Clinton County Medical 
Society, the Society of Gynecological Oncologists, a fellow 
of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
and the North American Menopause Society. 

In 2008, Dr. Alqulali was honored with the Patients’ Choice 
Award and was voted among America’s Top Obstetricians/
Gynecologists. Over the course of her career, she has 
authored 13 articles, 1 book chapter, and multiple abstracts 
and continues to write a regular article for The Clinton 
Herald. 

Dr. Alqulali is on many committees at Mercy Medical Center 
and Trinity Medical Center and is a member of the YMCA 
Board of Directors. She is well-known for her knowledge in 
the management of pelvic disorders and their treatment and 
does urodynamic testing in her office. 

Dr. Alqulali’s areas of special interests are in-office 
diagnostic procedures (Essure sterilization, D & C 
hysteroscopy), cosmetic surgery (neck lifts, breast 
augmentation, facial fillers, and abdominoplasty), 
urogynecology and pelvic floor disorders, and minimally 
invasive office and hospital procedures.  

Mona Alqulali, MD, PhD, FACOG, has a state-of-the-art 
private practice, Infinity Medical Group, with two office 
locations in Iowa and one in Illinois. She is also affiliated 
with Mercy Medical Center in Clinton, Iowa, Trinity Medical 
Center at Terrace Park in Bettendorf, Iowa, Genesis Health 
System in Davenport, Iowa, and Morrison Community 
Hospital in Morrison, Illinois. 

Prior to opening her private practice in 2008, Dr. Alqulali 
served as medical director at Women’s Health Services 
in Clinton, Iowa. During her tenure there, she was also 
a consultant for American Medical Systems as they 
developed equipment. 

Salvador Paul Renteria III, DO, 
FAAIM graduated from Michigan 

State University College of 
Osteopathic Medicine in 

1993.  He is fellowship 
trained at Deborah Heart 
and Lung Center in New 
Jersey (Cardiothoracic 
Surgical), Doctors Hospital of 

Stark County in Ohio (General 
Surgery), Sparrow Hospital in 

Michigan (Rotating) and  Shumway 
Cosmetic Surgery (Body).  

Dr. Renteria was Assistant Professor of Surgery at the F. 
Edward Hebert School of Medicine in Bethesda, MD.  He 
has worked as Assistant State Surgeon of California, State 
Aviation Medical Officer, 40th CAB Surgeon and Staff 
Cardiothoracic Surgeon at the Naval Medical Center San 
Diego and in private practice. 

Dr. Renteria’s military service includes flight surgeon from 
1993-2007, USAACE Command Fight Surgeon and COL, 
MC, SFS, CAARNG in the 224th Sustainment Brigade until 
2014.  He has received various military awards and honors 
during his distinguished career.  A few of those honors are 
the Ronald Reagan Gold Medal Recipient for Professional 
Excellence, Military Order of the Knights Templar,  The 
Order of Saint Michael (Bronze), The Order of Military 
Medical Merit, The Society of US Army Flight Surgeons, 
Flight Surgeon of the Year, Named AOA Guardian of the 
Profession and President of the Association of Military 
Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons.   

Dr. Renteria is a Diplomat of NBOME and Integrative 
Medicine, a member of College of Conventional Medicine, 
American Association of Integrative Medicine, AACS, 
ASCBS, American College of Physician Executives, 
Association of Military Surgeons of the United States, US 
Army Society of Flight Surgeons and past president of 
the Association of Military Osteopathic Physicians and 
Surgeons.

He has authored various publications and research projects 
including

A Community Hospital’s Experience with 
Femoropopliteal Bypass Graft Patency Rates: 
A Retrospective Analysis, Reasons for Conversion 
from Laproscopic to open Cholecystectomy in a 
Community Hospital, Is Palliative Surgery a good option 
for Advanced Pancreatic Carcinoma: Stage III and 
IV Disease, Testicular Cancer, A Literature Review of 
Treatment and A retrospective look at Patient Selection 
for Bilateral Internal Thoracic Artery Grafting.
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To
day •

 calcosmeticsurgery.org/membership

    Ehab Akkary, 
M

D

 

•  Certificate of Membership

•  CME credit for all CACS Education

•  Use of the CACS logo

•  Social Media

•  Updates on Upcoming Events

•  Discount on all CACS Education

•  Online Member Directory: The CACS’ 

Find a Surgeon member directory is an online 

search engine use by patients to find a qualified 

CACS doctor for their cosmetic surgery needs. 

As a member, you’ll be listed by name, primary 

practice, contact information and a link to your 

website. CACS members use the directory to 

network and connect with other members.

•  Complimentary subscription to 

CACS’ newsletter: The Voice

•  Lobbying Efforts: We are actively

lobbying our state legislators and 

medical board members in order to 

educate them about our specialty. 

We are engaged in an active 

campaign to educate them and the 

public about our superior education, 

training, expertise and experience 

as cosmetic surgeons, which is 

important for the public, our patients 

and every one of us.

Marc Kerner, M
D

    Ingrid Trenkle, M
D

   Kristine Brecht, 

M
D

  

   Hamid Hajaria
n,

 M
D

FELLOW 

(MD, DO, DDS, DMD) - $500

AFFILIATE 

(NP, PA, RN, Aesthetician, Patient Coordinator 

and Practice Administrator) - $200

RESIDENT

FREE Annual Dues

M E M B E R S H I P  C AT E G O R I E S
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FELLOW 

(MD, DO, DDS, DMD) - $500

AFFILIATE 

(NP, PA, RN, Aesthetician, Patient Coordinator 

and Practice Administrator) - $200

RESIDENT

FREE Annual Dues

P. Alexander Ataii MD is a skilled 

skin care specialist who focuses 

on all aspects of the skin both 

diagnostic and cosmetic. He 

opened his San Diego Med 

Spa known as Laser Cliniqúe 

in 2005 in San Diego. Dr. Ataii’s 

educational base ranges from the 

UC Berkeley to USC. He is affiliated 

with American Academy of Laser Medicine and Surgery, 

American Academy of Anti-Aging, and the AACS. He is best 

known for his abundant contributions to the field of skin care 

& laser surgery. He is voted a Top 10 physician in California 

and top 250 out of 40,000 injectors in United States.

Inspired by his father to choose a profession that provided 

a valuable service to his community, Mitchel P. Goldman, 

MD started practicing medicine in 1986. He is a world-

renowned, double- board certified dermatologist and 

cosmetic surgeon, recognized by the American Board of 

Dermatology and the American Board of Cosmetic Surgery. 

He was President of the American Society for Dermatologic 

Surgery (ASDS) and Founder and President of the American 

College of Phlebology. Originally from Miami Beach, 

Florida, Dr. Goldman is a graduate of Stanford University 

Medical School and Boston University (Summa Cum Laude 

and Phi Beta Kappa).

Inspired by his father to choose 

a profession that provided 

a valuable service to his 

community, Mitchel P. 

Goldman, MD started 

practicing medicine in 1986. He 

is a world-renowned, double- board 

certified dermatologist and cosmetic surgeon, 

recognized by the American Board of Dermatology and the 

American Board of Cosmetic Surgery. He was President 

of the American Society for Dermatologic Surgery (ASDS) 

and Founder and President of the American College of 

Phlebology. Originally from Miami Beach, Florida, Dr. 

Goldman is a graduate of Stanford University Medical 

School and Boston University (Summa Cum Laude and Phi 

Beta Kappa).
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Dr. Ava Shamban is a board-

certified dermatologist.  She 

graduated magna cum laude 

from Harvard University and 

earned her medical degree 

from Case Western Reserve 

University School of Medicine. Dr. Shamban 

is currently a member of the ASDS, the AAD and serves 

on the editorial board for The Journal of Clinical and 

Aesthetic Dermatology. In addition to her practices in 

Santa Monica and Beverly Hills, Dr. Ava is the founder 

of Skin Five. She lectures internationally and serves as 

a principal investigator on many clinical and FDA trials. 

She is the author of Heal Your Skin: The Breakthrough 

Plan for Renewal (Wiley, 2011), makes regular television 

appearances on CBS’s The Doctors and ABC’s Extreme 

Makeover, and is a frequently quoted health and beauty 

expert in magazines all over the world.

Dr. Kurt Tamaru was awarded his medical degree from 

the Stritch School of Medicine at Loyola University of 

Chicago and completed his general surgery internship at 

the University of California Davis- East Bay Program. Dr. 

Tamaru is an active member of the California Academy of 

Cosmetic Surgery, American Society of Laser Medicine 

and Surgery, American Academy of Anti-Aging Medicine 

and the American Academy of Aesthetics Medicine. He 

has been working 25 years as a practicing physician and 

consultant and is Chief Medical Director at Beauty Lounge 

Medspa + Wellness Center. Using today’s cutting edge 

technology and medical resources, Dr. 

Tamaru strives to maintain patient 

health and vitality in order to 

reverse the impact of time and 

aging on our body. Dr. Tamaru 

embraces the ideology of anti-

aging and integrative medical 

treatments.
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990 HIGHLAND DRIVE SUITE 212K
SOLANA BEACH, CA 92075


